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Abstrak:Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui ada atau
tidaknya keefektifan dari penggunaan Real Picture Series dalam
pengajaran menulis sebuah teks recount pada siswa-siswi kelas X SMA 
Negeri 2 Sungai Ambawang Kab. Kubu Raya Provinsi Kalimantan Barat 
pada tahun ajaran 2013/2014. Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah 
pre-eksperimental dengan disain satu grup pretest posttest. Data hasil
penelitian di dapat dengan menggunakan tes essai, dengan meminta
siswa menulis teks recount dan dianalisa menggunakan rumus ES 
(tingkat efektifitas). Sampel dalam penelitian ini adalah siswa-siswi kelas 
X B yang terdiri dari 26 siswa. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa
ukuran keefektifan dari perlakuan adalah 2.6 dan dikategorikan tinggi.
Kata Kunci :RangkaianGambarNyata, Menulis Recount
Abstract: This research aims to know whether or not the use of Real 
Picture Series is effective in teaching recount text writing to Year X 
students of SMA Negeri 2 Sungai AmbawangKab. Kubu Raya, West 
Kalimantan Province in academic year 2013/2014.  The method used was 
pre-experimental study in one group pretest posttest design. The data was
collected by using written test and asking students to write recount text. It 
was analyzed by ES (Effect Size) formula. The sample was students of 
year X of class B whichwas consisted of 26 students. The finding showed
that the effect size of treatment was 2.6 and categorized high.
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riting is an activity where the students write and share what they think.The 
students usually use writing as a tool to record the teacher’s explanation, to 
make notes, to do the assignment or exercises, to summarize the lessons, and to write 
their diary. Urquhart and McIver, (2005:23) defines, “writing is about expressing 
knowledge and you want your students express their knowledge as thoughtfully and 
clearly as they can”. Through writing, teachers can identify students’ ability in using 
the language, because writing does not only deal with list of vocabularies and the 
knowledge of grammar, but also the ability to organize thoughtsinto series of 
paragraph.
W
2Writing is an important part of language learning. It is essentially a reflective 
activity that requires enough time to think about the specific topic and to analyze and 
classify any background knowledge. In writing, there are the components of writing 
that should be considered by the students because the components result a good 
writing. According to Heaton (1988:135), “the components of writing are language 
use (grammar), mechanical skills and treatment of content”.
Besides that, based on the syllabus of KTSP (School-based curriculum), the 
writing skill is taught in senior high school. It is one of the language skills that must 
be mastered by students. Based on the discussion conducted between the researcher
and the school, the teachers’ major problem in the school is the lack of facilities such 
as LCD that is used to support teaching activity. The teacher said the lack of facilities 
affects the quality of teaching and student learning.In addition, according to the 
teacher in that school, many students have problems in writing skill. First, the 
students found that it is difficult to develop the ideas for their text writing although 
they might have interesting ideas for certain topics. Second problem in their writing 
came from the organization of the text, in which many of them did not write theaspect 
of the text clearly. Therefore, an appropriate media is needed to support students in 
writing class.
In this case, the researcher conducted recount text because it is the most 
common text used rather than others. Recount is a text which consists of three aspects 
and it tells about people’s experience in the past. According to Derewianka 
(1990:11), “when we tell someone what happened, we can call it recount. Recount 
text writing usually tells the reader about the events”. Recount text gives the 
description of events of someone’s past experience for the reader, which is to give the 
information or to entertain. Based on the researcher’s experience when teaching 
students, they would be enthusiastic when they were asked to tell about their 
experience or story, especially about amusing story. Students remembered their story 
and wanted to share their story to other people. It seems that they wanted others to 
feel what they feel.
There were aspects which were scored in scoring the students recount text 
writing. They werecontent, text organization of recount, and usage. Content refers 
toinnovative and engaging ideas regarding the topic. Students wrote clearly about 
what experience or event was. Text organization shows that writer described the 
explanation. There were three organization of the recount text, orientation (the setting 
and introduction participants), events (tell what happened, in what sequences) and 
reorientation (optional-closure of events/ending). The last aspect was usage, focuses 
on the ability to write correct and appropriate sentences. 
Considering the importance of writing skill for students, the teacher is 
required to provide appropriate media of teaching. One of learning media that can be 
used is teaching recount text writing by using pictures.Pictures have an excellent 
device for providing both a purpose and content for writing. It is also provides 
students with information about objects, actions, events, and a relationship. The 
pictures canstimulate and motivate students to express themselves.According to 
3Wright (1989:2), “picture are not just an aspect of method but through their 
representation of place, objective and people they are an essential part of the overall 
experience we help our students to cope with”. Raimes (2001:27) in his book 
Technique in Teaching Writing states that “because everybody likes to look at 
picture, their use in the classroom provides a stimulating focus for students’ 
attention”. In this case, the researcher has applied Real Picture Series.
Real Picture Series is the pictures of person in the form of print recorded by 
camera. It also can be defined as a chronological illustration of picture which the 
pictures were taken in the past. Real Picture Series consist of series of picture that are 
suitable for recount text which consist of series of events. The students can compose 
their ideas easily because Real Pictures Series give them more information about the 
object and understand about the structure of the text by looking at the Real Pictures 
Series. By using Real Pictures Series, the teacher also gives the students 
comprehension about the form of recount text through the series of event in the
picture provided. Raimes (2001:36) states “a set of parallel pictures that show a 
similar scene or tell a similar story-provided materials that offers guidance on 
vocabulary, sentence structure and organization lets students write about new subject 
matter”.In this research, the researcher also provided real picture with cue ideas as 
guidanceto help the students build their ideas in making paragraph based on the 
picture.The cue ideas in Real Picture Series guidedthe students to write appropriate 
words. Those words can be used to complete the blanks. For the next step, the 
students made sentences based on escort provided in previous part. After they 
finished make sentences, they continued to create paragraph of recount text. They 
rewrite the sentences to make paragraph. 
The researcher wanted to know whether or not the use of Real Picture Series 
is effective in teaching recount text writing for the students in SMA N 2 Sungai 
Ambawang through pre-experimental research. Based on the discussion with the 
teacher in the school, the teacher said that first grade students in that school had
problems in writing skill, such as organizing paragraph and building the ideas. For 
example, when the teacher told them to create a text with the clear information, they 
just wrote in one paragraph regardless of the structure of the text, without clear the 
statement of orientation, event and reorientation. They also said that they were 
confused as to where to begin writing from. The researcher also had discussion with 
some students in that school. They said that their teacher always explained the 
material based on the book, without using any medias, so they bored. That was basic 
reason to researcher to do research in SMA N 2 Sungai Ambawang. The researcher
hopes students in that school will learn about writing through real picture in the class.
METHOD
The method used in this research was pre-experimental study. Cohen at all  
(2000: 212) stated that “in experimental treatment the researcher has again measured 
group attitudes and proceeded to account for differences between pre test and post 
test”. This study indicated that all research subjects were given pretest before the 
4treatment, and the post test when the treatment has been conducted. The effect of the 
treatment can be seen by analyzing or comparing the result of pretest and posttest.
The formula can be described as follows:
Table 1 One Group Pretest Posttest Design
Pretest Treatment Posttest
O1 X O2
(Cohen, 2000:213)
The population of this research was all students of SMA 2 Sui. Ambawang 
who were registered as the tenth year students in academic year 2013/2014.
Table 2 Number of Population
Class XA XB XC XD Total
Number of 
students
26 26 25 25 102
The sample was cluster sampling. The researcher selected one class of the 
cluster of population. The reason to choose this sample was because the students had
same chance to be treated by the researcher. The selected sample was Year XB 
comprising 26 students. 
In this research, the researcher used measurement technique. Ross (2005:33) 
definesmeasurement is a process that assigns a numerical description to some 
attribute of an object, person, or event. This technique was applied for collecting the 
data by administering a written test, which was specially constructed in accordance 
with the purpose of this research. The measurement technique was administered
twice, pretest and posttest. The kind of test was conducted by asking the students to 
write recount text, based on the topic “My First Time in Senior High School”. As a 
tool of the data collecting, the researcher used pretest and posttest. A pretest 
conducted before the experiment held and posttest after the experiment held. The type 
of test administered for this research was written test.
The procedure in this research consisted of three stages: 1) Preparation, 2) 
Implementation, 3) Analyzing the data.
1). Preparation of research
The researcher did some preparation before do the research in the target school. The 
preparations wereincludes :(1) Preparing the material, where the writer did discussion 
with the teacher and the students in target school first.The writer did observation to 
the students and made a list about school activities they ever follow along. And the 
last asked some documentations of the first grade students activities in academic year 
2013/2014. The researcher also took the material from the textbook used by teacher.
(2) Making lesson plan, where the researcher provided into lesson plans for two 
5meeting before the treatment. To made good lesson plan, the researcher also got some 
suggestions from the teacher. (3) Setting pretest and posttest, this test aims to 
measure the students’ ability to write text recount text before and after treatment 
conducted.
2). Implementation of research
The whole of implementation of research: (1) Pretest, given before the treatments 
were held. It was held on August 14th, 2013. In the pretest, the students were asked to 
write personal recount text with the topic “ My first time in Senior high school”.  The 
purpose of pretest was to identify the students’ ability in writing recount text. (2) 
Treatment, was conducted in two times. Treatment was held on August 16th and 21st
2013. The treatment was the teaching recount textwriting by using Real Picture 
Series. (3) Posttest,was given to find out the students’ ability after the treatments. The 
instruction given was similar to the instruction in the pretest.
3). Analyze data
The researcher analyzed the data from the students’ work sheet. The researcher 
compared the students’ pretest and posttest. To answer the argue question, ES 
formula was applied.
FINDING AND DISCUSSION
a. Findings
This research was conducted to get the accurate data about whether or not the 
use of Real Picture Series is effective in teaching recount text writing at the first 
grade students of Senior High School 2 Sui. Ambawang in academic year 2013/2014.
In writing, there are some aspects which are used as a guideline to assess the 
student’s writing task. For scoring the result of the writing, the students’ writing can 
be evaluated from three aspects; topic consistency (content), text organization, and 
usage. In recount text writing, the content concerns on whether or not the student’s 
writing focuses on topic, and the content has a clear idea based on the topic given. 
The organization consists of the scoring of orientation, event, and reorientation. It is 
about the writing piece that has a clear evidence of beginning, middle, and ending. 
The last aspect is usage which covers the language features, grammar, spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation. 
In giving the score for each aspect, the range score would be from 1 to 4. 
The student’s recount text writing evaluated in four criteria; complete, extensive, 
moderate, and limited. The writing ability being measured and then described a 
number of levels of attainment from none (0), limited (1), moderate (2), extensive (3) 
to complete (4). If the item was categorized as ‘complete’, the writer gave the score 4. 
If the item was categorized as ‘extensive’, the writer gave the score 3. If the item was
categorized as ‘moderate’, the writer gave the score 2. And if the item was 
categorized as ‘limited’, the writer gave the score 1. Based on the profile of scoring, 
we could get the students’ individual score.
From the result of research, there were two data collection. They were pretest 
and posttest. A pretest conducted before the experiment held and posttest after the 
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result of data pretest can be seen in table 3 as follow:
Table 3 Description of Students pretest
Statement Score
The total score of students’ 
pretest
Total of students
Mean score of the students’ 
pretest
Highest score 
Lowest score
1195
26
45.96
60
30
As seen in the table 3, there were 26 students who participated in pretest. 
The score of pretest ranges from 30 (the lowest score) to 60 (the highest score). The 
total score of students’ pretest was 1195 and the mean score of the students’ pretest 
was 45.96. The computation of mean score of pretest is :
ܺܿതത= ∑௑௖ே
= 
ଵଵଽହ
ଶ଺
= 45.96
Where :
ܺܿതത    = the mean of the students test scores∑ܺ  ܿ  = the total sum of the scores 
N      = the number of the students who took the test
The students had post test after the treatments. It was given to find out the 
students’ ability after the treatments.The instruction given was similar to the 
instruction in the pretest. The purpose of posttest was to identify the students’ ability 
in writing recount text after treatment held. The result of data pretest can be seen in 
table 4 as follow:
Table 4 Description of Students Posttest
Statement Score
The total score of students’ 
pretest
Total of students
1680
26
7Mean score of the students’ 
posttest
Highest score 
Lowest score
64.61
80
50
From the table above, there were 26 students who participated in posttest. 
The score of pretest ranges from 50 (the lowest score) to 80 (the highest score). The 
total score of the students’ posttest was 1680 and the mean score of the students’ 
posttest was 64.61. The computation of mean score of posttest is :
ܺݐതത= ∑௑௧ே
     = 
ଵ଺଼଴
ଶ଺
    = 64,61
Where :ܺݐതത   = the mean of the students test scores∑ܺݐ= the total sum of the scores
N    = the number of the students who took the test
From the data analysis, the researcher described the research finding. The 
mean score of pretest which was administrated before the treatment was 45.96 then 
the treatment was administrated, that was effective in teaching recount text writing, to 
the 26 students as the research sample. After the class given treatment and posttest 
was conducted, the mean score of the posttest was 64.61. The score indicated that the 
students’ performance in posttest was better than in the pretest.
Therefore, from the result of computation, it was found that standard deviation 
of pretest (Sc) was 6.93 and 7.15 for standard deviation of post test (St). From both 
standard deviation of pretest and posttest, the researcher calculated the whole 
standard deviation. The whole standard deviation is 7.04. Based on standard deviation 
of pretest and posttest found that effect size was 2.6. Therefore, it can be conclude 
that teaching recount text by using Real Picture Series is strong effective.
Based on the data computation, the ES was 2.6 as shown in the following 
computation:
8ES = 
Sd
cXtX 
    = 64.61 – 45.96
     7.04
=      2.6
The effectiveness of the treatment is high.
b. Discussion
This research conducted from August 14th 2013 until August 23rd 2013 in 
class XB of SMA Negeri 2 Sungai Ambawang. The class had pretest before treatment 
and posttest after treatment held. The researcherintended to know whether the use of 
Real Picture Series is effective in teaching recount text writing at the first grade 
students in SMA N 2 SungaiAmbawang. In this research, the researcher focused on 
how to write recount text in three aspects. The three aspects were topic consistency, 
text organization and Usage.
In the research, the researcher gave the treatment for the students in teaching 
process. It was teaching recount text writing by using Real Picture Series. In teaching 
learning process, the students wrote the simple recount text based on the real picture 
given by the researcher.
From the data analysis, the students’ achievement in recount text could be 
influenced by Real Picture Series in teaching recount text writing. This media had 
positive effect in students’ writing. It was shown by the result of posttest which was 
higher than pretest. Before the treatment was given, the mean score of pretest was 
45.96. After they had been given the treatment, the mean score of posttest was 64.61. 
This finding showed that there was an improvement score of the students’ writing 
after giving the treatment.
Based on the table of pretest, it indicated 60 as the highest score and 30 as 
the lowest score. The next step was calculating the mean score of pretest by dividing 
the total score of pretest with the whole number of research sample (26 students). The 
mean score of pretest was 45.96. 
After conducting the pretest, the writer conducted the treatments to the 
research sample as a part of experimental design. Before conducting the treatments, it 
was essential for the researcher to prepare the lesson plan as the frame work. In this 
research, the researcher conducted two times meetings that focusing on recount text 
by using Real Picture Series in teaching writing.
In the first treatment, the students were seen little bit difficult to use picture 
series in writing recount text. It was because they were lack at vocabulary, structure, 
and grammar as basic skill that should be mastered by the students before beginning 
9to write, so they need dictionary. In this meeting, the researcher showed the 
procedure of Real Picture Series. Then, the researcher and the students discussed 
about the material together. 
In the last meeting,the researcher found that the students started to enjoy 
writing activity. The students were much better improvement than the previous 
meeting. The researcher divided class into eight groups and each group has three 
members. Then the students played the game as a quiz. Each group had to write 
recount text based on real picture given. They had to give attention with three aspects, 
topics consistency, text organization and usage. There was a present for group who 
had the higher score. The researcher became the guide. All the students got involved 
in that quiz and enjoyed it.
The next step was conducting the posttest. It was used to examine the 
students’ achievement after the treatments. The students’ score of posttest specified 
between the highest and the lowest score of posttest.  It indicated 80 as the highest 
score and 50 as the lowest score. The next step was calculating the mean score of 
posttest by dividing the total score of posttest with the whole number of research 
sample (26students). The mean score of posttest is 64.61. This point showed that the 
treatment by using Real Picture Series has improved the students’ ability in writing 
recount text.
As indicated above, the effect size was 2.6 which was categorized highly 
effective. Therefore, the application of Real Picture Series to teach writing recount 
text is reasonable good. It may be concluded that Real Picture Series is successfully 
supporting in teaching. It gives students comprehension step by step,motivates, and 
gives clarity in the teaching learning process. By using this media, the students were 
successfully attracted the students to pay attention and also encouraged their interest. 
During the treatment, the researcher saw the students very enthusiastic in learning by 
using Real Picture Series. Student also had group discussion so they can help each 
other.
In conclusion, the findings proved that the use of Real Picture Series in 
teaching recount text writing is highly effective to the Year X students of SMA 
Negeri 2 Sungai Ambawang in Academic Year 2013/2014.
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
a. Conclusion
Based on result, conclude that the use of Real Picture Series was very 
effective in teaching writing recount text to Year X students of SMA Negeri 2 Sungai 
Ambawang. The students’ score of posttest is better than the score of pretest. There is 
an improvement in the students’ score of students’ posttest after applying of real 
picture series in writing recount text.
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b. Suggestion
Referring to the result of the research, the writer would like to give some suggestions: 
(1) To solve the problem of the lack of available facilities in school, the researcher
suggests for the teacher could use another alternative such as the use of a simple 
media so it does not bringing down the interest of students in learning. (2) To avoid 
boredom and monotonous, the teacher can make variation in teaching like a game. (3) 
The teachers are suggested to give more explanation in using correct grammar, 
especially simple past tense form. (4) On the other hand, because of the lack of 
experience and weaknesses of the researcher, it is widely open opportunities to the 
other researcher to develop further research, for example by using control group or 
other design of experimental such as true experimental study in order to collect 
maximum data.
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